
Fr Adrian will be saying a private Mass each 
day for the intentions in the bulletin and for 
all parishioners especially those who are 
sick.  

OCT/NOV  MASS  INTENTIONS FEAST DAY  

SAT 24th  Parishioners   

30th SUNDAY   
OF ORDINARY TIME  

 

SUN 25th    Jacek & Maria Lesniak  

Mon  26th   Private Intention    

Tues 27th   Ann Winston+   

Wed 28th  Private Intention Ss Simon and Jude, 
Apostles  

 

Thurs 29th   Marie Hill    

Fri 30th  Private Intention   

SAT 31st  Mr & Mrs J P Ouslem+  
 

ALL  
SAINTS  

 

 

SUN 1st     Parishioners  

OFFERTORY  
COLLECTION  

Parishioners are encouraged, if able, 
to set up a standing order with their 

banks for the offertory collection. 
The parish bank details needed are:- 

NatWest Bank plc  
Sort Code: 55-81-42 

Account No: 08102600 
Account Name: Flint Catholic Church 

JUSTICE AND PEACE.   
The Justice and Peace Group would like to 
thank all those who prayed with us last 
Sunday for PRISONERS OF 
CONSCIENCE.  We are very grateful for the 
donations towards postage that we have 
received, It is a great help. May God bless 
you for your generosity. G.McCormick 

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC  
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Applications are open for Nursery and 
Reception in September 2021.  Parents need 
to apply online on the School Admissions 
section of the Flintshire County Council 

Website.  Closing date for Reception 
applications is 20th November 2020 and 
Nursery Closing date is 19th February 

50/50 CLUB 
The Annual membership to the 50/50 Club is due for renewal in 
November.   
 

If you would like to continue with your membership please 
enclose the payment of £12 into the envelope provided and if 
possible return to Church. 
 

Payment can be made by:- 
• cash   
• cheque (made payable to ‘Flint Catholic Church’)  
• bank transfer 
 (NatWest Bank plc 
 Sort Code: 55-81-42 
 Account No: 08102600) 
 Please make sure to mark the reference on the transaction 
 as‘50/50 Club’. 
 

The 50/50 Club is a very important way, especially in these 

difficult times, to raise money for parish funds. 

Newsletter is available online at 
www.flintcatholicparish.org.uk 
The Church of the Immaculate  

Conception is part of the  
Diocese of Wrexham.   

Registered Charity No: 700426 

 
17 Coleshill Street  

Flint  
CH6 5BQ 

01352 732245 

priestflint@rcdwxm.org.uk 

www.flintcatholicparish.org.uk 

 
Parish Priest: 

Fr Adrian Wilcock  
 

 Permanent Deacon 
Rev Peter Brownbill  

 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Kate Dooley  
 

===================== 
Parish Schools  

 

St Mary’s Primary School  
Ffordd Llewelyn 

Flint  
CH6 5JZ 

01352 733231 
smmail@hwbcymru.net 

www.stmarysflintshire.co.uk 
 

St Richard Gwyn High 
School 

Albert Avenue 
Flint  

CH6 5JZ 
01352 736900 

www.strichardgwynflint.co.uk 
srgadmin@  

strich-
ardgwyn.flintshire.sch.uk  

 
 

 

CHURCH OF THE  
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

FLINT 

30th Sunday of ordinary time 

 Year A 

25th October 2020 

 

CORONAVIRUS FIREBREAK LOCKDOWN 

AND CHURCH CLOSURES 

The First Minister for Wales has announced 

a coronavirus firebreak lockdown 

commencing on Friday 23rd October and 

ending on Monday 9th November. 

 

This means that our church must close 

during this time.   

 

Holy Mass will continue to be live streamed 

on Sunday at 10.30am.  The link can be 

found on the parish website:- 

www.flintcatholicparish.org.uk  

or via the parish Facebook page 

@flintcatholicchurch 

https://www.facebook.com/flintcatholicchurch/ 

https://www.facebook.com/flintcatholicchurch/


FIRST READING 
A reading from the book of Exodus 22:20-26 
If you are harsh with the widow and orphan, my 
anger will flare against you 
 

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel 
this: 

  ‘“You must not molest the stranger or oppress 
him, for you lived as strangers in the land of 
Egypt. You must not be harsh with the widow, or 
with the orphan; if you are harsh with them, they 
will surely cry out to me, and be sure I shall hear 
their cry; my anger will flare and I shall kill you 
with the sword, your own wives will be widows, 
your own children orphans. 

  ‘“If you lend money to any of my people, to 
any poor man among you, you must not play the 
usurer with him: you must not demand interest 
from him. 

  ‘“If you take another’s cloak as a pledge, you 
must give it back to him before sunset. It is all 
the covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps his 
body in; what else would he sleep in? If he cries 
to me, I will listen, for I am full of pity.”’ 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
I love you, Lord, my strength. 
I love you, Lord , my strength, 
my rock, my fortress, my saviour.   
My God is the rock where I take refuge; 
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise:  
when I call I am saved from my foes.   
I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 
Long life to the Lord, my rock! 
Praised be the God who saves me. 
He has given great victories to his king 
and shown his  love for his anointed.   
I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 
 

SECOND READING  
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 1:5-10 
You broke with idolatry and became servants of 
God; you are now waiting for his Son 
 

You observed the sort of life we lived when we 
were with you, which was for your instruction, 
and you were led to become imitators of us, and 
of the Lord; and it was with the joy of the Holy 

Spirit that you took to the gospel, in spite of the 
great opposition all round you. This has made 
you the great example to all believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia since it was from you 
that the word of the Lord started to spread – and 
not only throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for 
the news of your faith in God has spread 
everywhere. We do not need to tell other people 
about it: other people tell us how we started the 
work among you, how you broke with idolatry 
when you were converted to God and became 
servants of the real, living God; and how you are 
now waiting for Jesus, his Son, whom he raised 
from the dead, to come from heaven to save us 
from the retribution which is coming. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 22:34-40 
The commandments of love 
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced 
the Sadducees they got together and, to 
disconcert him, one of them put a question, 
‘Master, which is the greatest commandment of 
the Law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. This is the greatest and 
the first commandment. The second resembles it: 
You must love your neighbour as yourself. On 
these two commandments hang the whole Law, 
and the Prophets also.’ 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ  

HOMILY FROM FR ADRIAN FOR 
SUNDAY 25th OCTOBER  
 

I know that the new lockdown will sadden many, 
many people. Where our normal daily activities are 
restricted, especially meeting our families, our 
friends, our loved ones.  I know too that we are 
saddened that we cannot again attend church.  Though 
we are separated we are always united in the love of 
God revealed in his Son, Jesus Christ.  That love of 
God and love of neighbour is the theme of the Mass 
this weekend.  In the Old Testament God appears as 
the defender of the widow and the orphan, as now he 
is the defender of all people who are oppressed, the 
Poor of Yahweh as they are often called.  We hear in 
the gospel Jesus’ dialogue with the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees about which is the greatest commandment 
of all. Jesus response “to love God and to love your 
neighbour as yourself”. 

Tertullian, the early Roman theologian and church 
father,in discussion with the early Christians reported 
that what converted pagans more than christian words 
and arguments was that of the witness of christian 
love.  This last week I received a copy of the Pope’s 
new encyclical “Fratelli Tutti”.  The title of Pope 
Francis’ new encyclical comes from his name saint 
Francis of Assisi, the Pope addresses what he calls the 
human eco system.  Back in May Pope Francis 
reflected on how our pandemic has united people of 
different faith in prayer and in penance.  Quoting from 
St Francis he says “we are Fratelli tutti, all sisters 
and brothers, all in this together”. 
Reflecting today on the Pope’s new encyclical can 
help us understand the readings at Mass today and 
much more. He explains in the encyclical the theme of 
friendship and fraternity in an understandable way.  
Globalisation he says in many ways has universalised 
culture but not necessarily increased our sense of 
being one family.  Pope Francis is troubled by the 
isolationist turn in our culture, the declining sense of 
common humanity and the consequent disrespect and 
despair.   Among the storm cloud here he identifies, is 
a cultural and historical amnesia which encourages 
shallow ruthless individualism, a culture of 
polarization, extremism, nationalism, and despair.  A 
throwaway society which disposes of those 
considered less, the unuseful the unpracticable, the 

unloved.  He goes on to reflect and express in acts of 
warfare, racial and religious persecution, modern 
slavery, hostility to newcomers a deficit of moral 
wisdom, to match our technological advances. He 
reflects that a digital world offering more information 
than wisdom where people are often exposed or 
vilified and where aggressive ideologies and 
fanaticism are promoted,  and the self protectedness 
and feverish consumerism are evident in our response 
to our present pandemic.   
Next in the encyclical he turns to the scriptures, 
particularly the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  He 
does this so that we can gain some wisdom for how to 
grow and recover human solidarity.  Last week we 
heard in the scriptures about rending to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.  It 
is in fact the text of the origin of the separation of 
Church and State.  We all know our conscience, 
values and beliefs are shaped by our culture and our 
faith. Our actions express our personal beliefs and 
morals.  In the gospel today Jesus teaches that love is 
the greatest commandment and love of neighbour are 
the two sides of the same coin.  Divine love or charity 
shapes our character, shapes appreciation of others, 
draws us out of ourselves and creates new horizons.  
“Such love” he says “transcends barriers and proposes 
a new imperative that extends us beyond our own 
family, in fact, makes us Fratelli tutti, all members of 
one family”.   This he proposes is how a healthy 
human ecology works, regarding others as our 
brothers and sisters is not just a credal commitment he 
says.  The Pope explores the many practical ways this 
plays out.  For example: - approaches to natural 
borders, civic life, modern slavery, warfare, 
execution, ecology, consumerism and much more.   
The greatest call in the Popes encyclical is this: he 
suggests what the world needs more now than ever is 
love, political love, social love, economic love.   
“Christian faith” he says “should inspire such loving, 
rendering love to God will promote rendering love to 
all”.  St Paul says “the Good News that we have heard 
must be more than mere words for us, it must be what 
empowers and inspires us for a life of love”.   
May our love transform our minds and hearts and 
those closest to us and convert the world.   
May the love of God in all its richness find a place in 
all our minds and in our hearts and in our world.   
God bless you all.   

HOLY SOULS NOVEMBER  
November is traditionally the Month of the 
Holy Souls where we pray and remember our 
deceased relatives and friends.   
Envelopes can be collected from the Parish 
Office for your November Mass Intentions. If 
you wish to have an envelope posted out 
please get in touch.  Place in the envelope the 
names of your deceased relatives and friends 
for whom you wish to pray along with your 
offering and return to church.   

REST IN PEACE 
Please keep in your prayers all those that have died 
at this time, especially members of our own 
community.  We pray especially this week for 
Maureen Harry and Sara Pilkington.   
Some current and former members of staff at St 
Mary’s Primary School have had recent family 
bereavements - we ask parishioners to keep in their 
prayers these members of our school community. 
Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord  
and let perpetual light shine upon them,  
may they rest in peace. Amen 


