
 NOV 
2019 

MASS 
TIMES 

MASS  INTENTIONS FEAST DAY 

SAT 16th 6.00pm Roy Kerfoot+  
33rd Sunday of 
Ordinary Time  

SUN 17th 8.30am Margaret Jones +(MM) 

 10.30am Pauline Thorman+ 

Mon 18th 10.00am 
7.30pm 

Mary Doherty+ 
Novena 

The Dedication of the 
Basilicas of Sts Peter and 

Paul, Apostles 
Tues 19th 10.00am H/S Deceased Members of the SFO+  

Wed 20th  NO MASS  

Thurs  21st 10.00am Bernadette Thomas+ The Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Fri 22nd 10.00am Therese & Danny Roberts+ St Cecilia 

SAT 23rd 6.00pm Ron& Joan Caren+  
Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, King of the 
Universe 

SUN 24th  8.30am Parishioners  

 10.30am H/S Robert, Georgiette & John 
Hughes+  

WEEKDAY MASS 
Weekday Mass is the most blessed way to spend 
a half hour each day in the company of Our 
Blessed Lord in His holy sacrament.  I do encour-
age those of you who do not work ‘regular office 
hours’ to think of giving the Lord that bit of time 
on some weekdays.  It is a precious gift from our 
hearts to the Lord to offer Him the daily Mass as 
well, at least when we are able.  It will make all 
the difference! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Parish needs more volunteers in the  
following areas:- 
Readers 
Eucharistic Ministers 
Junior Church Helpers 
Cleaners  
Flower  Arrangers  
Tea & Coffee after 10.30am Mass 
If you are able to help please contact the Parish 
office.  

IF ANY READER OR EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTER IS UNABLE TO DO THEIR 
DUTY IT IS UP TO THAT INDIVIDUAL 
TO ARRANGE ALTERNATIVE COVER.   

READERS  
SAT 16th 6.00pm E Humphreys & M Jones  

SUN 17th 8.30am N Vaughan 

 10.30am M Brownbill & C Skyner 

   

SAT 23rd 6.00pm M Jones & M Humphreys 

SUN 24th 8.30am C Royston 

 10.30am Youth of the Parish 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
SAT 16th 6.00pm I Evans & A Cox 

SUN 17th 8.30am M Cartwright 
 10.30am P Leddy & J Davies  

   

SAT 23rd 6.00pm C Elder & L Loftus 

SUN 24th 8.30am A Johnson 

 10.30am V Strong & C Castaldo  

Group 5  Morris/Strong/Hollaran 
CLEANERS  

 

Mass tiMes 
 

saturday 6.00pM 
sunday 8.30aM 
sunday 10.30aM 

 
17 Coleshill Street  

Flint  
CH6 5BQ 

01352 732245 

flintcatholicchurch@btinternet.com 

www.flintcatholicparish.org.uk 
 

Parish Priest: 
Fr Adrian Wilcock  

 
 Permanent Deacon 
Rev Peter Brownbill  

 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Kate Dooley  
 

====================== 
Parish Schools  

 

St Mary’s Primary School  
Ffordd Llewelyn 

Flint  
CH6 5JZ 

01352 733231 
info@stmarysflintshire.co.uk 
www.stmarysflintshire.co.uk 

 
St Richard Gwyn High School 

Albert Avenue 
Flint  

CH6 5JZ 
01352 736900 

www.strichardgwynflint.co.uk 
srgadmin@  

strichardgwyn.flintshire.sch.uk  

 

33rd sunday of ordinary tiMe 
year c  

17th noveMber 2019 
 

 

CHURCH OF THE  
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

FLINT 

Gospel Reflection for the  
Thirty Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

Weeding Life’s Garden 
 

St. Francis of Assisi was asked 
one day as he was weeding in 
the garden, “What would you 
do if you knew the world was 
about to end?” St. Francis 
replied, “Continue weeding my 
garden of course.” The 
implication was that Francis 
didn’t have to rush around like 

a headless chicken putting his house in order. Francis was 
already living his life in a state of readiness, and he had no 
need to worry himself about the end of the world. 
 

Today we are told what it might be like at the end of time. 
There might be wars, earthquakes famines plagues and 
Christian persecution. In fact it doesn’t sound too 
dissimilar to the state of affairs on our daily news 
programmes. Should we be concerned? 
 

Jesus points to the end of history and declares that the 
future holds a time of reckoning. Like the disciples in 
today’s reading, we are tempted to ask when that time 
might be, only to be told that it’s something that shouldn’t 
concern us. We mustn’t listen to those who claim, “The end 
is nigh…” instead we must always focus on what there is 
left to do. The basic premise is that we should keep on 
doing right, regardless of the circumstances. 
 

Like the people in today’s gospel who were so pleased with 
their temple, we are often pleased with what we build up 
here on earth. Jesus takes the opportunity to point out 
that everything man made will come to an end. We would 
be much better off focusing not on a material agenda but 
in developing a faith that will endure great adversity. 
If we are ready for God’s final judgment then we shouldn’t 
be afraid of anything that is ahead of us. Global disaster, 
wars and earthquakes should hold no terror if we trust 
completely in God. Our lives are like a garden filled with 
good things we must nurture, and bad things we must 
weed out. When the end of time comes, we must face our 
mortality as Francis suggests, weeding life’s garden and 
living in readiness. 



BAPTISM - Application  forms can only be collected from Fr Adrian or Deacon Peter.   
MARRIAGE - Arrangements must be made with the Parish Priest.  At Least 6 months notice is required.   
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/HOSPITAL VISITATIONS 
Due to Data Protection Laws hospital staff can no longer inform us if a parishioner is in hospital.  Direct requests have to be made 
by the person in hospital or a family member to the ward staff to contact the Catholic Chaplain.   
If a priest is needed the Chaplain will contact the  priest on duty for that hospital.   
HOUSEBOUND  
Please let the parish office know if anyone is housebound, even temporarily, so they can be visited and have the opportunity to 
receive Holy Communion at home.   

Pope Francis' Prayer 
Intention for November 2019 
As Christians we understand that 
sustainable peace is more about 
meaningful dialogue and reconciliation 
than anything else. Christians 
recognise and acknowledge that 

through dialogue with other faiths and traditions 
they may find God, and that in modern times more 
than ever, dialogue is essential. The first step is a 
desire to understand. To understand another faith 
opens the road to dialogue. This month Pope 
Francis focuses on our relationship with the Near 
East. We are asked to join in his prayer intention 
"... That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and 
reconciliation emerge in the Near East, where 
diverse religious communities share their lives 
together." 
 

Why Wait for The Politicians? 
Plant trees NOW. 
So why are all our politicians suddenly talking 
about planting trees? Well yes, to win your vote... 
but more importantly, because everyone is 
beginning to wake up to the value of our trees. 
With trees and woodland so important in capturing 
carbon from the atmosphere, improved coverage is 
known to have a big impact on the health of our 
planet – Suddenly tree planting on a big scale is 
something that politicians are talking about 
because it's a relatively inexpensive way of slowing 
climate change, and it's something we can all play 
a part in. 
But why wait for the politicians? Here are some 
initiatives you can get involved with right this 
minute. 
Visit www.carbonfootprint.com/uktrees and donate 
to tree planting projects around the world. 
Play the Woodland Trust's online Christmas Raffle 
(Closing Date 5th December) for cash prizes. The 
Woodland Trust has many imaginative and practical 
tree planting initiatives. Visit 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/2019-christmas-raffle/ 
Persuade as many people as you can to use 'Ecosia' 
instead of, or as well as 'Google'. Ecosia is a search 
engine that plants a tree for every 45 searches, 
more if you click on the ad's but you don't have to. 
 

DIVINE MERCY FILM  
PUBLIC SHOWING  ONE NIGHT ONLY  
On Monday 18 November 2019 at 8.30pm, the 
new film Love and Mercy: Faustina will be 
shown at the Odeon cinema in Wrexham.  
Directed by Michal Kondrat, this docudrama focuses 
on St. Faustina, who was chosen by God for the 
crucial mission of bringing the message of Divine 
Mercy to the world. Thanks to newly revealed 
letters and documents, this film sheds new light on 
Divine Mercy and underscores that Faustina has 
truly seen Jesus. 
“Love and Mercy: Faustina” shows how the Divine 
Mercy movement was born and how it spread. The 
film reveals the details of the process of painting 
the famous Divine Mercy image that was made at 
Jesus’ request. Scientific research shows identical 
facial features of Christ in the Divine Mercy image 
and Shroud of Turin. 
The film also gives noteworthy portrayals of Fr. 
Michal Sopocko and Pope John Paull II  — both of 
whom who were integral to spreading the message 
of Divine Mercy. 
Further information including a trailer and booking 
tickets can be obtained from   http://
loveandmercyfilm.co.uk/about 
 

Saint Cecilia   November 22nd 
The power of music in Christian 
worship is obvious. Music can have 
many qualities - spiritual, emotional, 
theological, intellectual. We may 
respond in a variety of ways. Militant 
songs stir our spirits; quiet songs 
make us reflective; joyful songs cheer 

us up and so on. But most importantly our hymns 
are not intended as some kind of entertainment, 
but as an integral part of the liturgy. When 
churchgoers sit back and observe performances, 
then they are reduced to being consumers instead 
of participants. We don't have to be wonderful 
musicians to join in! 

KNIGHTS OF SAINT COLUMBA 
Knight’s 2020 calendar will be on sale over the next 
two weekends.  Still only £3.50.  Thank you for 
your support.   

Newsletter is available online at www.flintcatholicparish.org.uk 
The Church of the Immaculate Conception is part of the Diocese of Wrexham.  Registered Charity No: 700426 

Tea & Coffee is served in the Hall  
every Sunday after 10.30 am Mass    
All are welcome  

50/50 CLUB ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
Please take an envelope from the back of church to 
renew your 50/50 membership of £12 for the year.  
If you would like to become a member just fill in 
the details on the envelope.  Envelopes can be 
placed into the Offertory Bags.     

CHURCH HALL HIRE & PARISH CENTRE 
The Church Hall and Parish Centre are available for 
hire for any private or public events.  Please 
consider either of these as a venue for any 
meetings, charity events, celebrations or personal 
get-togethers.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
details 

JUSTICE AND PEACE MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 19th 
November at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre.  New 
members will be very welcome.   

ANNUAL PARISH CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
Raffle tickets are now available at the back of 
church for you to take home and sell.  This is one of 
the main fundraisers we have for the parish.  
Please do your best to support it.   

APPEAL FOR CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 
The SVP would like to ask all 
parishioners to support their annual 
appeal for Children's Christmas 
presents to be distributed to local 
families in need. 
A board will be on display at the back 
of church on the weekend of the 
23rd/24th November   
Please take a gift tab and return a 
wrapped gift (with the tag attached) 
the following weekend for distribution 
through local schools. 
(Suggested value £10-£15). 
Thank you for your support 
 
NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY 
Next weekend, on the Feast of Christ the King, 
the Church in England and Wales celebrates 
National Youth Sunday.  On this day, we 
celebrate the young people in our parish and 
community and all the gifts and talents they 
share with us.  The theme for this year’s NYS 
is Significance taken from Christus Vivit, 
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation to young 
people: “For him, you have worth; you are not 
insignificant.  You are important to him, for 
you are the work of his hands.  That is why he 
is concerned about you and looks to you with 
affection” (Christus Vivit 115) 
At the weekend’s Masses, our young 
people will be reading, leading the 
offertory and collection and serving tea 
and coffee after Mass.   
For more information on National Youth 
Sunday visit www.nationalyouthsunday.com 
Please keep our young people in your prayers  LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION 

Thank you for last Sunday’s offertory  
collection which amounted to £1210.03 

Gift Aid: £702.00 
Standing Order: £116.00 

Loose £392.03 
IF YOU ARE A TAX PAYER. PLEASE CONSIDER 

SIGNING UP TO GIFT AID  

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 

Saturday 23rd November  
from 10am -12. Noon 
in the Parish Centre 

 

Items needed:-  
 Bottles  

 Cosmetics 
 Good quality bric a brac 

 Items for the raffle 

 

HELP NEEDED  
Please add your name onto the list in 
the porch if you are available to help 

with the organisation of the  
Christmas Fayre and are able to help 

on the day  
 

URGENTLY NEEDED 
Bottles (wine/spirits/soft drinks) 

Cakes to sell on the day 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2020 
Forms can be collected from Fr Adrian for children 
wishing to make their First Holy Communion in 
June 2020 There will be a meeting for parents 
on Monday 25th November at 6pm in Church.  

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  
Application forms can now be collected from Fr 
Adrian for anyone who would like to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation next year.  This is for 
anyone who is in School Year 7 and upwards.  

ADVENT SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 
 

‘Thinking About Advent’ 
 

For those who put their names on the list the 
dates for the Advent Reflections will be:- 

Wednesday 20th November  
Wednesday 27th November 
Wednesday 4th December 
Wednesday 11th December  
Wednesday 18th December 

at 7.00pm 
 in the Parish Centre 


