
JAN 2021  MASS  INTENTIONS FEAST DAY 

SAT 23rd   Parishioners   
3rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time     

SUN 24th  Lucy Chandler+ 

Mon 25th  Bernard Mullarkey+ Conversion of St Paul  

Tues 26th  Colin Neave+ Sts Timothy & Titus 

Wed 27th   H/S Johnson/Jones/Tovey/Sinnott 
Families + 

St Angela Merici 

Thurs 28th   Michelle McCormick  St Thomas Aquinas  

Fri 29th  Michael Harbinson+ St Sarbelius & Barbea 

SAT 30th   Parishioners   
4th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time  

   
SUN 31st   Peter Thomas Vaughan+ 

Please note that an audio recording of 
this homily can be heard on the parish 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION  
Parishioners are encouraged, if able, to set up a 

standing order for the offertory collection. 
 

The parish bank details needed are:- 
NatWest Bank plc  

Sort Code: 55-81-42 
Account No: 08102600 

Account Name: Flint Catholic Church 

The Church of the Immaculate Conception  
is part of the Diocese of Wrexham.   

Registered Charity No: 700426 

REST IN PEACE 
Please keep in your prayers all those that have died 

at this time, especially members of our own 
community.  We pray especially for  Christina 

Quigley, Bronwyn Davies and Chris Mayhew whose 
funerals were celebrated this week.  Please keep 

them and all their families in your prayers.  
 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. Amen 

Celebration of Marriage and 
Married Life 2021 
Will take the form of a livestream Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Peter and a Zoom 
‘reception’ afterwards on Saturday 
February 13th at 11am. If you would 
like to take part in the Mass and reception 
afterwards, please let Margaret Hinton, 
Marriage and Family Life Coordinator 
know at mfl@rcdwxm.org.uk. Bishop 
Peter would like to hear from anyone 
who will be celebrating their 25th, 40th, 
50th 60th or any subsequent wedding 
anniversary during 2021.  Please send 
names, anniversary and contact details as 
soon as possible to Margaret Hinton as 
above.  Your details will only be used in 
conjunction with this celebration  

 
 
 
 

17 Coleshill Street  
Flint  

CH6 5BQ 

01352 732245 

priestflint@rcdwxm.org.uk 

www.flintcatholicparish.org.uk 

 
Parish Priest: 

Fr Adrian Wilcock  
 

 Permanent Deacon 
Rev Peter Brownbill  

 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Kate Dooley  
 

===================== 
Parish Schools  

 

St Mary’s Primary School  
Ffordd Llewelyn 

Flint  
CH6 5JZ 

01352 733231 
smmail@hwbcymru.net 

www.stmarysflintshire.co.uk 
 

St Richard Gwyn High 
School 

Albert Avenue 
Flint  

CH6 5JZ 
01352 736900 

www.strichardgwynflint.co.uk 
srgadmin@ strich-

ardgwyn.flintshire.sch.uk  
===================== 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday  

Thursday & Friday  
9.30am—4.00pm 

Parish Administrator: 
Barbara Rees  

3rd Sunday in ordinary time  

Year b 

Sunday 24th january 2021 

In view of  the very high prevalence 
and increase of  cases of  Covid-19 
generally, and specifically within 

Flintshire, as from Friday 15th 
January all Masses will be cancelled. 

 

 Until further notice the church 
will not be open.   

 

Fr Adrian will continue to say a 
private daily Mass but without a 

congregation.  As you will 
understand, this decision has not 

been made lightly.  It is hoped that in 
the next 2 weeks church will be 

available for private prayer.  
 

You will still be able to access the live 
streaming of  Mass on the parish 

Facebook page and on the website.  

https://www.facebook.com/
flintcatholicchurch/ 

www.flintcatholicparish.org.uk 

CHURCH OF THE  
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

FLINT 

mailto:mfl@rcdwxm.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/flintcatholicchurch/
https://www.facebook.com/flintcatholicchurch/
http://www.flintcatholicparish.org.uk


FIRST READING  
A reading from the prophet Jonah 3:1-5.10 

The people of Nineveh renounce their evil behaviour 
The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ 
he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city, and preach to 
them as I told you to.’ Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh in obedience to the word of the Lord. Now 
Nineveh was a city great beyond compare: it took 
three days to cross it. Jonah went on into the city, 
making a day’s journey. He preached in these words, 
‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is going to be 
destroyed.’ And the people of Nineveh believed in 
God; they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest to the least. 
  God saw their efforts to renounce their evil 
behaviour, and God relented: he did not inflict on 
them the disaster which he had threatened. 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R/ O that today you would listen to his voice! 
Harden not your hearts. 
 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
Hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
With songs let us hail the Lord. R/ 
 

Come in: let us kneel and bend low, 
Let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we the people  
who belong to his pasture, 
The flock that is led by his hand.  R/  
 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
“Harden not your hearts as as Meribah, 
As on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
When they tried me,  
though they saw my work.” R/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND READING 
A reading from the  first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians 7:29-31 

The world as we know it is passing away 
Brothers: our time is growing short. Those who have 
wives should live as though they had none, and those 
who mourn should live as though they had nothing 
to mourn for; those who are enjoying life should live 
as though there were nothing to laugh about; those 
whose life is buying things should live as though 
they had nothing of their own; and those who have 
to deal with the world should not become engrossed 
in it. I say this because the world as we know it is 
passing away. 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The kingdom of God is close at hand: 
repent, and believe the Good News. 
Alleluia! 
 

THE GOSPEL 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 1:14-20 

I will make you into fishers of men 
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into 
Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from 
God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom 
of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the 
Good News.’ 
  As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net in 
the lake – for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to 
them, ‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers of 
men.’ And at once they left their nets and followed 
him. 
  Going on a little further, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in their 
boat, mending their nets. He called them at once and, 
leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with the men 
he employed, they went after him 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
The Calling of Peter and Andrew 
Fresco on the northern wall of the 
Sistine chapel  
Artist: Domenico Ghirlandaio  
(1449 – 1494) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homily for Sunday 24th January 2021 
 
Lord Jesus the world sees you as a failure  
and your church as irrelevant.  
This is part of a reflection of the 8th Station of the Cross.  
More and more we hear these words either directly or 
indirectly being spoken, even in our own families and 
amongst out friends and the communities in which we live.  
Lord the world sees you as a failure and your church is 
irrelevant. Subtle and sometimes not so subtle ridicule of 
Jesus Christ and the Christian life.  Often in our world we 
see self, power, money, image, beauty, being promoted, a 
preoccupation with celebrity and an individual notion that 
we can create our own rules with no recourse to any power higher than ourselves.  Of course, as Christians we 
do not see Christ as a failure or the church is irrelevant, our reference is and must always be Jesus Christ. As 
I’ve mentioned over these last weeks the gospel reading for this year is Mark’s gospel.  I often recommend 
Mark’s gospel for people who have little experience of reading the Bible or want to know more about the 
Christian life.  Mark’s gospel really grabs your attention.  It can be read in about an hour, and I highly 
recommend it to you.  No sooner has the Lord Jesus been tempted in the desert, and he is baptised in the River 
Jordan and then he chooses his disciples.  We see the Lord with determination and purpose, no time to wait, 
when he calls his disciples Mark’s account does not tell us of any discussion or reflection.  This often strikes 
me as I reflect on my own call to the priesthood, the stress and anxiety and worry leading to my appointment 
with the Bishop and being accepted as being a candidate for the priesthood.  We only hear in Mark’s gospel 
these words, “come follow me and I will send you out to fish for people.” 
When the disciples left the security of their familiar way to follow Jesus, their new direction indicates the 
impact Jesus must have made on others, if Jesus made no impact on them, they would have no reason to 
follow him. In responding to that invitation by Christ they were at that moment being transformed and being 
sent out to change the world.  They followed a person, Jesus of Nazareth, it was that relationship which 
changed everything.   
Many people reflect that we live at a time of meaningless and hopelessness and emptiness where the world 
seems full of sadness, division and hatred.  It’s sad to hear people saying that my life has no meaning, my life 
is futile.  Certainly, over this last year we have seen such terrible things, division, hatred and violence in our 
world and during this pandemic many people being full of anxiety and depression and worry, especially 
amongst our young who have to deal with a world of conflicting messages and lights and often unable to 
reach the expectations that are set before them and so unreasonable.  With the apostles their encounter with 
Christ gave them ultimate meaning and purpose in life, our encounter with Christ each day is a reminder of 
life’s meaning and purpose and how we should view the world in which we live and how we can understand 
each other.   
This last week we have seen the second Catholic in American history being elected and sworn in as President 
of the United States.  It’s a sign of hope for America and indeed for the whole world. I’m sure that we were 
all struck by President Biden’s speech. One of the things that stands out from this speech are these words, 
“because here’s a thing about life, there’s no accounting for what fate will deal you, some days you need a 
hand, there are other days when we are called to lend a hand, and that’s how it is.” 
In our Christian life we do not have a preoccupation with self but always of the other called to respond to 
those most in need.  None of us gets it right all the time, many of us can become distracted or preoccupied 
with the real pressures of everyday life, we give in to temptation often being distracted by contrary and more 
glorious and glamourous lights.  In these moments of the pandemic and the changes that are going on in the 
world, we need more than ever as we are separated from our loved ones, from our ordinary everyday life and 
from our church to bring to prayer in our own homes the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ to welcome him 
again in our minds and hearts and in our world.  
I finish today with part of the beautiful poem that Amanda Gorman read at the Inauguration of President 
Biden.  It speaks to a world, America, a world of division and violence and it speaks to the whole world of our 
hope in being united with each other not as an island as it were of ourselves. 
 

“And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us, but what stands before us. We close the divide 
because we know to put our future first, we must first put our differences aside. We lay down our arms so we 
can reach out our arms to one another, we seek harm to none and harmony for all. 
Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true: that even as we grieved, we grew, that even as we hurt, we 
hoped, that even as we tired, we tried, that we’ll forever be tied together victorious, not that we will never 
again know defeat but because we will never again sow division.” 
 

May the love of God in all its richness find a place in all our minds and in our hearts and in our world.  God 
bless you all and keep safe.   
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